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Synopsis

From the moment she was banished by her father, the king, Princess Maia journeyed to seek
sanctuary at Muirwood Abbey, the epicenter of magic and good in the land. Now safe for the first
time since her cruel abandonment, Maia must foster uneasy friendships with other girls training to
be Ciphers: women who learn to read and engrave tomes of ancient power, despite the laws
forbidding them to do so.As Maia tries to judge whom to trust, she makes a shocking discovery: her
destiny is to open the Apse Veil and release trapped spirits from her world. Then she learns that her
father is coming to Muirwood Abbey to celebrate the Whitsunday festivala and Maiaa ™s estranged
husband, whom she was forced to abandon, will join him. Torn between deadly political
machinations and unstoppable spiritual forces, Maia must channel unknown powers within herself to

save her friends, the abbey, and the entire kingdom of Muirwood.
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Customer Reviews

This was my absolute favorite book by Jeff Wheeler so far.l originally read the Muirwood books, and

in spite of Jeff’'s other wonderful new stories and characters they have lasted as my favorites



throughout. For me, there is something about the type of magic in the Muirwood series, both with
the Medium and the Leerings, that intrigues me. It's got a spiritual flavor that makes it very real and
gives it great depth. Add to that characters that are rich and real, and you have a great story. In
subsequent books, | found that the tone delved more into various cultural differences, which in its
own way is a great type of story. Getting to see how people’s differences make them better and
bring them together is a special talent.For me, this book took the best of what | loved about the
original Muirwood books, and combined it with all the new talent and style that the author has
developed. As a reader, | was treated to a dive back into the magic, the structure of it, and how it
works. It was like deep sea diving. Refreshing and full of wonder. | absolutely loved the detail,
finding out more about how the fabric of the magical reality worked, and getting to see a little more
in the way of magical fireworks. On top of that, this book layered in the various cultural differences
and flavors that have bloomed in more recent stories, and the two together were like ice cream and
hot fudge. Both rich, and wonderful, but together just delicious.l don’t want to give away too much of
the story line itself (I hate spoilers), so I'll just say that | loved getting to see some old friends, as well
as having the story unfold on all of the new friends. | can’t WAIT to read the next book, although it

will be bittersweet because | know it will mean the end of another adventure.
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